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1

Long, long ago, there lived a giant. He lived in a house with a beautiful 
garden. Once, he was away for seven long years. His house was left 
unguarded. During this time, every afternoon, the children returning 
from school used to go and play in his garden.

The Selfish Giant
1

Name some of the things that you share with your friends.

Warm Up
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2

It was a large lovely garden, with soft green grass. Here and there over 
the grass stood beautiful � owers like stars, and there were twelve peach 
trees that broke out in small blossoms in spring. “How happy we are 
here!” the children cried to each other.

One day, the giant came back. When he arrived, he saw the children 
playing in the garden.

“What are you doing here?” he cried in a very gruff voice and the 
children ran away. “I will allow nobody to use my garden but myself,” 
said the giant loudly. And he built a high wall round his garden.

He was a very sel� sh giant.

Now, the poor children had nowhere to play. They used to wander 
round the high walls and talk about the beautiful garden inside. 
“How happy we were there!” they said to each other.

Spring came. All over the country there were little blossoms and little 
birds. Only in the garden of the sel� sh giant, it was still winter.

The birds did not care to sing in it as there were no children. The trees 
forgot to blossom.

“I cannot understand why spring is so late in coming,” said the sel� sh 
giant, as he sat at the window and looked out at his cold, white garden. 
“I hope there will be a change in the weather.”

One morning, the giant was lying awake in bed when he heard some 
lovely music. It was a little bird singing outside his window, but it was 
so long since he had heard a bird sing in his garden that it seemed to him 
to be the most beautiful music in the world.

“I believe spring has come at last,” said the giant, and he jumped out of 
bed and looked out.
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3

What did he see?

He saw the most beautiful sight. Through a little hole in the wall, the 
children had come in. In every tree that he could see, there was a little 
child. And the trees were so glad to have the children back again that 
they had covered themselves with blossoms.

The birds were � ying about and chirping with delight, and the � owers 
were looking up through the green grass and laughing. It was a lovely 
scene.

The giant’s heart melted as he looked out. “How sel� sh I have been!” he 
said. “Now I know why spring would not come here. I will knock down 
the wall and then my garden shall be the children’s playground for ever 
and ever.”

Adapted from The Sel� sh Giant by Oscar Wilde
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4

 Comprehension
A. Choose the correct answer.

1. The giant went away for seven years, leaving his house

 a. with a wall around it.

 b. unguarded.

 c. for the children to play in the garden in his absence.

2. The giant was sel� sh because

 a. he was proud of his beautiful garden.

 b. he did not like to share his beautiful garden with anyone.

 c. he did not like small children.

 giant a being many times larger than humans

 gruff rough and harsh

 sel� sh caring only about one’s own needs and comforts

 wander move about freely; roam

 spring the warm season that follows cold and dry winter, 
when new � owers and leaves appear

 blossoms � owers

 heart melted became kind

Glossary
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5

3. Spring did not come to the giant’s garden because

 a. there was a high wall built around it.

 b. spring did not like the giant’s sel� sh attitude.

 c. children did not come to play in it.

4. The giant stopped being sel� sh when

 a. spring came back to his garden.

 b. the children came back to his garden.

 c.  he understood why spring had delayed in coming 
to his garden.

B. Answer these questions.

1. Why was it possible for the children to play in the giant’s garden 
at � rst?

2. Describe the beauty of the giant’s garden.

3. Why was the giant angry when he returned, and what did 
he do?

4. How did the garden look in winter? Why did it continue to be 
winter in the garden for a long time?

5. When did spring return to the giant’s garden? Do you think the 
giant was punished for being sel� sh?

6. What did the giant do when he realised his fault?

 Know Your Values
The giant did not realise his mistake till spring quit his garden and 

returned only with the return of the children. Do you think the earlier 

we realise our mistakes and make amends, the better it is?
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6

 Grammar
(noun phrases)

A phrase is a group of words that does not contain a subject or a verb.

 • in the garden 

 • the most beautiful sight 

 • very sorry

A group of words that does the work of a noun is a noun phrase.

Look at the highlighted phrases in these sentences.

 • One day, the giant came back.

 • He was a very sel� sh giant.

 • The trees forgot to blossom.

The highlighted words answer the question “who” or “what”. They 
perform the function of a noun. They are known as noun phrases.

A. Underline the noun phrases in these sentences.

1. He is working hard to win the � rst prize.

2. Kirti knows the owner of the dog.

3. I enjoy playing tennis.

4. He refuses to reveal the secret.

5. He promised to come again.

6. She loves helping people.

B. Complete these sentences with noun phrases.

1. He knows _______________________________________________.

2. I want __________________________________________________.
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7

3. I agreed _________________________________________________.

4. They did ________________________________________________.

5. ________________________________________ is his dearest wish.

6. I was amazed ____________________________________________.

 Vocabulary
(name of occupations)

Read these sentences.

 • He had no guard at the gate of his house. 

 • The guard standing at the gates would not let him enter.

A guard is a person whose job is to protect a person or a place from 
danger or attack.

A. Name the people who do these jobs. 

1. a person who stitches clothes t____________

2. a person who writes books a____________

3. a person who drives vehicles d____________

4. a person who argues in the court l____________

5. a person who sells provisions g____________

6. a person who sells vegetables g____________

(homophones)

Homophones are words that sound the same but have different 
spellings or meanings.

 • read—reed         • piece—peace
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B. Use the clues and unscramble the letters to � nd the homophones.

1. Sounds like thrown but means a king’s 

chair. NEHTOR ______________

2. Sounds like bare but means a hairy 

animal. REBA ______________

3. Sounds like deer but means greatly 

liked. ADER ______________

4. Sounds like allowed but means speak 

loudly. LDOAU ______________

5. Sounds like ball but means to speak in a 

very loud voice. WLBA ______________

 Speaking
(expressing surprise)

Words and phrases of surprise are used when we hear of or see 
something unexpected. In this story, the giant was surprised when he 
looked out of the window. Here are some words he might have used if 
he spoke about it.

 • What a surprise!

 • I don’t believe it! 

 • I’m speechless!

 • I’d never have guessed!
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Team up with your neighbour and role-play this situation. Two friends 

have just learnt that a classmate has made it into the school cricket 

team. They are surprised because this classmate is supposed to be a 

very average player. Role-play the conversation between these 

two friends.

Friend 1: Did you just hear about __________? 
He’s been selected for the school cricket 
team!

Friend 2: What? I don’t believe it! How can 
that be?

Friend 1: …

Friend 2: …

 Pronunciation
(syllabi� cation)

All words have a syllable. A syllable is the part of a word that makes 
one sound. Some words have one syllable like “pen” and some words 
have two syllables like “pen-cil”. There are many words that have more 
than two syllables like “con-di-tion” and “pun-ish-ment”.

Divide these words into syllables.

 1. garden ______________ 2. travel ______________

 3. emperor ______________ 4. sight ______________

 5. daybreak ______________ 6. minister ______________
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 Writing
(writing a diary entry)

Diary entries are a way of recording your thoughts on events 
in your life.

Imagine that you are the giant. Write an entry in your diary about the 

day’s events.

Begin this way.

_____________ (date)

Dear Diary

What a day it has been! I realised that I have been very sel� sh all these 
years. This is what happened…

 Activity
(collecting stories)

Take the help of an adult and collect more stories about giants from 

the Internet or a library. Share the stories in class.
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11

A smile is such a lovely thing

It crinkles up your face

And when it’s gone it’s hard to � nd

Its secret hiding place

But far more wonderful it is

To know what smiles can do—

I smile at you

You smile at me

And so one smile makes two.

(Anon)

A Smile

How do you feel when people smile at you?

Warm Up

 crinkles folds up; has many lines and wrinkles

 secret hidden; not known

Glossary

2
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12

 Comprehension
A. Fill in the blanks with words from the poem.

1. A smile is a ____________________ thing. 

2. A ____________________ crinkles up your face.

3. When a smile is gone, it is hard to ____________________.

4. It goes to a ____________________ hiding place.

5. One smile makes ____________________.

B. Answer these questions.

1. Which two adjectives are used to describe a smile?

2. What does a smile do to your face?

3. Do you like this poem? Give reasons for your answer.

 Know Your Values
A smile is a curve that sets everything straight. Do you agree with this 

statement? Think of more bene� ts of smiling.

 Activity
(answering a riddle)

What is the longest word in the English language?

Answer: Smiles, because there is a mile between the � rst letter and the last letter.
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Magic Vessels
3

What do you gather from the title of the story? Discuss.

Warm Up

Tenali Raman lived in a sleepy 
little village with his wife and two 
daughters.

One day …

It’s time we got 
our elder daughter 

married.

Let’s � x a date 
soon after the harvest. 

We’ll have grain in the house, 
and money to buy gifts.

Have you 
heard, Tenali has 

invited famous singers 
for the wedding?

Just like the 
Rajas! Entertainment 

and a grand feast!

Good idea! 
We’ll be able to invite 

every one to the 
wedding feast.

And we’ll 
serve them the 

best food they’ve 
ever eaten!

And musicians, 
and dancers!
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14

A week before the wedding...

We’ve invited 
the whole village for 

the wedding feast! But 
we don’t have large 

cooking vessels. What 
will we do? 

Tenali, calm down! 
Let’s ask our neighbours. 

They’ll help.

Brass pots, 
plates and tumblers! 

Everything 
we need!

What did I tell you? 
Our neighbours 

are nice!

How can I 
show my gratitude to my 

helpful neighbours? Got it! 
I’ll gift them a small vessel, 

when I return their pots. Tenali, this 
isn’t mine!

The wedding went off well.And help they 
did. Everyone 
liked Tenali!

Imagine the surprise the 
neighbours got… It is, brother! 

That’s the baby your 
pot had, when it was 

in my house!
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15

Pot having a 
baby, indeed! A fool 

and his goods are 
soon parted!

Imagine what 
I’d get if I lend 

him a silver pot!

I couldn’t, Sir. 
All the pots died of 
a strange disease!

When we ask 
for them, he says 

they’re gone!

The more 
I lend, the more 

he’ll give.

Then 
why didn’t you 

return them?

Tenali, did 
they lend you 

silver pots?

Help us, Your 
Highness! Tenali’s 
kept the silver pots 

we lent him.

When he found out the reason, he 
decided to teach them a lesson.

Yes, Sir. 
They did.

He’s a thief! 
Must have 
sold them!

The neighbour kept the pot! All the greedy villagers took the small 
pot without a murmur!

The neighbours reached the King’s court.

Tenali was brought before the King.

At Tenali’s second daughter’s wedding, 
the villagers readily lent him plates of 
silver!

Wonder 
why they’re so 

eager to lend me 
silver pots?
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Die? Pots die? 
Rubbish!

Tenali, why 
did these pots 

die?

Metals have 
no life! How 
can pots die? He’s a  

scoundrel! 
Pots die? What  

next?

Sir, these pots 
do. Last year these 
pots gave birth to 

small pots!

Simple, Sir! 
Everything that’s 

born, dies. That’s why 
their pots died!

Quiet! Tenali 
this is absurd! Pots 

don’t have life!

How’s 
that?

Is this 
true?

Ask them, Sir. They readily 
believed me when I told 
them that their pots had 
babies. Why can’t they 
believe the pots died?

True, Sir. 
He gave us an 
extra pot, and 

we took it!

Even after he 
told you it was 

your pot’s baby?

Yes.

There was an uproar in the court when 
they heard this!

The Raja smiled. Tenali was up to his 
tricks again!

The Raja turned sternly to the villagers.

So what 
do you have 

to say?

You thought 
you’d make 

some money out 
of him. It’s you 
who are fools! 
Go home I can 

do nothing 
for you!
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17

 harvest the time of the year when the grains are 
collected from rice, wheat and other plants

 vessel a metal container for cooking or storing 
food, milk or water

 gratitude a feeling of thanks

 without a murmur without complaining

 uproar angry shouts or protests

 scoundrel a dishonest person

 absurd (here) very foolish

 sternly with an angry look

Glossary

We thought 
he was a fool, 

and …

Sir, I’ll return 
their vessels, but 
I wanted to teach 

them a lesson.

And what a 
lesson! I haven’t 
laughed so much 

in weeks!

And the poor villagers went away sadly.
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 Comprehension
A. State whether these statements are true (T) or false (F).

1. Tenali was arranging for his son’s wedding. 

2. Tenali’s neighbours gave him many magic vessels. 

3. The neighbours believed their vessels had given birth 
to baby vessels. 

4. The neighbours thought they could easily fool Tenali. 

5. The king liked Tenali and appreciated his smartness. 

6. Tenali returned all the vessels he had received from 
the villagers. 

B. Answer these questions.

1. What plans did Tenali Raman and his wife make for their elder 
daughter’s wedding?

2. What problem did Tenali face a week before the wedding? 
Who helped him and how?

3. How did Tenali show his gratitude to those who helped him? 
Why were the people surprised?

4. How did the villagers help Tenali during his second daughter’s 
wedding?

5. Why did the villagers go to the king? What explanation did 
Tenali give in the court?

C. Think and answer.

1. Do you think the villagers learnt their lesson?

2. Do you think “Magic Vessels” is a suitable name for the story? 
Give reasons for your answer.
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 Know Your Values
Tenali’s neighbours took him for a fool and thought of tricking him. 

But Tenali outsmarted them. Appearances can be misleading. Explain 

in the context of the story you just read.

 Grammar
(personal and possessive pronouns)

You have learnt about pronouns in the previous classes. Pronouns are 
used to talk about something or someone that you have already talked 
about.

Read these sentences.

 • Everyone liked Tenali.
  They liked him.

I, you, he, she, it, we and they are subject personal pronouns. The 
words me, you, him, her, it, us and them are object personal pronouns. 
They receive the action of the subject. In the example, Everyone (the 
subject who does the action) liked Tenali (who receives the action). 
Everyone is replaced by They and Tenali is replaced by him.

A.  Fill in the blanks with the right pronouns from the brackets. One 

is done for you.

1. Ashish is writing on the whiteboard.      He     is writing on       it      
with a marker. (it, he)

2. Preeti is shutting the windows. _______ is not opening _______. 
(she, them)

3. Amit is sitting in front of Rukshana. _______ is not 
sitting behind _______. (he, her)
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4. The carpenters are making a bookshelf. _______ are making 
_______ out of wood. (it, they)

5. Mr Sen has got a boy in the car. _______ is taking _______ to the 
hospital. (he, him)

6. Rachel and Ravi are eating dosas. _______ are eating _______ in 
the kitchen. (them, they)

(possessive pronouns)

A possessive pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun, and 
denotes that something belongs to someone.

 • These are their vessels.
  These are theirs.

Study this table.

Subject pronoun Possessive pronoun

I mine
you yours
he his
she hers
it its
we ours
they theirs

B. Complete these sentences with possessive pronouns.

1. Shalini lives down the road. That house is _________.

2. This kitten belongs to us. It is _________.

3. You made the mistake. The fault is _________.

4. Our neighbours love animals. The rabbits in the garden are 
___________.

5. Rahul plays the guitar. The one that he’s holding is ___________.

6. I’ll lend you my compass. You can use ___________.
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 Vocabulary
(binomials)

A. Match the word pairs.

1. pots and a. saucer

2. bread and b. knife

3. cup and c. pans

4. shoes and d. ball

5. bat and e. socks

6. fork and f. butter

(word families)

B.  The words in the box are related to cooking. Find them in the 

word grid.

oven dishes vessels stir
stove bake chop roast

S T I R O N E

T C H O P O D

O M B A K E I

V E S S E L S

E N T T B I H

P E O V E N E

S T R I N G S
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 Listening
(matching pictures with descriptions)

Listen carefully to the story. Then answer these questions.

1. What kind of a man was the king in the story?

2. Whom did he like very much?

3. What did the jester tell the king?

4. What happened when the jester said something which upset 
the king?

5. What was the last wish of the jester?

6. What made the king happy?

 Writing
(narrative paragraph)

Imagine that you are the king. In a paragraph, write what happened 

after Tenali’s second daughter’s wedding.

 Activity
(unscrambling words)

The letters in each word or phrase below can be rearranged to form 

another common English word. See if you can unscramble them.

1. mile    2. melon    3. miles    4. smart set 

Answers: 1. lime 2. lemon 3. smile 4. mattress
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